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One of the names in the world of the paranormal that comes up more often is that of Uri Geller.  Over the past decade or so, the comments that accompany his name when it is brought up tend to be related to a "whatever happened to..." question or to the various lawsuits he has brought against the Amazing (James) Randi and the Committee for Scientific investigation of Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP).  As the latter has finally been put to rest, I thought I'd fill in some gaps about Uri and what he is up to today.


My own contact with Uri Geller has come over the years because of a couple of television shows and through a friend and colleague.  I first met Uri after a local talk show in San Francisco in the late 1980s.  During this show, I was seated in the audience with a few folks from the Bay Area Skeptics (not that I was ever a "member"" of that group).  None of them were particularly impressed by Uri as a "psychic" (which was predictable regardless of how much psi was or was not displayed).  But Uri came across as a sincere individual and impressed all of us.  Of course, I suspect that most of them have since changed their minds due to the lawsuits against Randi and CSICOP (regardless of the validity or non-validity of the suits).


I spoke with Uri  a few times after that, and then had the opportunity to visit him at his homes in Sonning-On-Thames in England in 1991, as part of a television program for Japan (produced by the same folks I described in the August issue of FATE), and involving Japan's psychic Mrs. Aiko Gibo.

  Uri and his family were wonderful to me for the short time I visited and I really enjoyed both the off and on camera talks with him.  We conducted a remote perception experiment in which Uri was the sender or "beacon" and Mrs. Gibo the receiver, to great success.  


Since that time, I have had some contact with Uri by phone, and much second hand contact through our mutual friend Marcello Truzzi, especially where the legal cases have been concerned.


As of this past February, the legal cases have been settled.  According to a press release from Uri Geller Enterprises, "It is reported that Mr. Uri Geller and the Committee for Scientific investigation of Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP) have now reached by mutual agreement a comprehensive settlement in relation to the last remaining law suits between them.  This follows earlier settlement of the action against James Randi and Mr. Geller's agreement not to pursue the 500,000 Yen award obtained by him against Randi in the courts of Japan."


The release goes on to discuss payments by Uri to CSICOP due partly to sanctions in court against him, as well as a requirement that he "sue the attorneys whose default resulted in the sanctions," during which he may recover moneys which can help pay amounts to CSICOP's attorneys.


Does a settlement indicate either side was more "wrong" than the other?  Not necessarily.  Lawsuits are often settled out of court in order to avoid massive legal and court fees  whose amounts may be so high as to make taking the suit to conclusion too expensive a prospect.


According to Uri Geller's principal United Kingdom solicitor, Gordon Haustman:

"It is sensible for Mr. Geller to settle these disputes, in spite of a strong and compelling legal case, which I believe would have been upheld by the Courts, in order to end protracted litigation in different jurisdictions, and come to an amicable settlement."


Uri now looks forward to doing new things, leaving the legal proceedings behind him.  In March of this year, he appeared on David Frost's television special "Beyond Belief" broadcast in England.  The show was watched by over 13 million people in Great Britain, and Uri is discussing future shows there.  In addition, one can say that Uri Geller caused the phone system in Scotland to crash for several minutes.


During a bit of on-air audience participation, 2.6 million phone calls were logged in, where the phone company expected a tenth of that number.  Because of the massive number of calls in just  five minutes, operator and other services were essentially wiped out for a short time (though emergency calls remained unaffected).  Uri called the show was "very successful" (possibly an understatement).



But there are two other projects of his that have a wide ranging interest.  The first is the motion picture MINDBENDER.  Starring Terance Stamp and directed by Ken Russell, the film, currently undergoing post-production, is based on Uri's life is now being marketed for distribution world-wide, and has already been sold to a number of countries.  The movie will have wide-ranging appeal, not just because of Uri, but also because of its director and star. 


One unique feature of the film will be that Uri appears in the end credits (note: this will ultimately depend on how the film comes together in final edit and the distributor's decision to include this portion).  Audience members will be encouraged to bring broken watches and silverware as Uri, on film, encourages the audience to affect their own items.  As someone interested in psychokinesis, I'm very interested in how people will react to such a situation, and what the results might be (and looking forward to the film as well).


Look for MINDBENDER in your future.


A second project that has made international news is his intent to embark on a five-week tour of Middle Eastern countries to help establish a wider peace in that area of the world.  If all the diplomatic arrangements can be made, his plan is to begin this trip late summer this year.

Rather than flying around from place to place, he plans to drive an unusual vehicle:  a 1976 black Cadillac that he bought when he lived in New York.  Not just any Cadillac, this one is covered with several thousand pieces of cutlery, including some silverware, according to Uri, that has been owned, used by, or bent for, personalities ranging from Whoopi Goldberg to Albert Einstein.


The pieces were riveted to the car by Avi Pines, a friend of Uri's from Israel who makes jewelry.  About 20 percent of the pieces were, according to Uri, bent by him. The rest of the pieces were bent by hand by Pines.


Also included on the car are Jewish, Christian, Buddhist and Islamic religious symbols, and a rather unique piece of rock crystal.  The sphere was given to him by the late surrealist artist Salvador Dali after one of Uri's metal-bending sessions. 


One might think a car decorated in such a way would be an eyesore, but Uri assured me that Pines has created "a beautiful piece of art."


What does Uri hope to ultimately accomplish with this mission of his?  He plans to make his appearances with the car symbolic of the idea that anything can happen.  "When I put my mind to it, things happen," he said.  The message he will be sending will be one of cooperation and a greater peace for the embattled Middle East.


Other plans Uri has for the future include some things that might surprise people.  He is interested in designing clothing and jewelry, and is "talking to a major company that will come out with a line of clothing...I have been painting for over 35 years.  This is a good opportunity to be creative in a different way and to put my designs into a different framework."


In addition, he is working on a new book.
For the future, Uri plans on spending as much time as he can with his family.  My own observation of Uri when I visited him in England was that first and foremost he cares for the people around him.  Today, he picks and chooses appearances and work that would take him away from home very carefully.


As a last comment to the readers of FATE, Uri said "I often walk around with my FATE t-shirt on."  

*****

Note:  In my May column I described an upcoming event where skeptic Bob Steiner and I would be discussing the case for/against ESP, which prompted my column for that issue.  I also promised to talk about the outcome.  


Well, the outcome was it didn't happen at all.  The event had to be canceled due to low enrollment.  The organizer of the event believed it was because the normal readership of OPEN EXCHANGE, the San Francisco Bay Area free publication which advertised the event and published articles by Mr. Steiner and myself, simply were not out to the local sites where the publication was available due to the massive rains we'd been having in Northern California.  While that might seem a weak excuse, if you lived in this area, you'd understand how right he probably was.


Bob Steiner and I both feel that all can learn from a non-adversarial event such as the one we'd planned.  We plan to try again in the future and we'll keep FATE readers posted.

NOTE 2:  Walk, no RUN out to your local bookstores and pick up the reissue of Martin Caidin's fascinating GHOSTS OF THE AIR, now out from Galde Press. 

